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Proposed Amendments to the SICB Constitution
June, 2020

Rationale: Under the current SICB Constitution, undergraduate or high school student
members are not allowed to vote in Society elections, and Postdoctoral Members are
not allowed to hold Society offices. These limitations on student and postdoctoral
involvement in the Society are contrary to the Society’s intentional efforts to engage and
support early career members. The proposed changes below allow all members of the
Society to vote in elections, allow Postdoctoral Members to hold office, rename the
membership category for undergraduate and high school students, and remove limits on
the duration of time a membership category may be held.

In addition, Student Members of the Society have required the sponsorship of a Full
Member to present a poster or oral presentation at the annual meeting, and the
Constitution limits students to a total of one presentation. The requirement of
sponsorship by a Full Member makes the meeting less accessible for students whose
advisor is not a member of SICB. The proposed changes eliminate that requirement.
Instead, when a student submits an abstract, they will be prompted to provide the email
address of their research advisor, who will receive an alert that the abstract was
submitted. The proposed changes also remove some text limiting students to one
presentation, as it is our current practice to allow all members to present one poster and
one oral presentation at a meeting.

Proposed changes to the Constitution are indicated as follows.
Additions = bold underline

Deletions = strikethrough

Article 1l: Membership
Section 3. Graduate Student Members: Any student enrolled in a graduate program in

the biological-seiences natural sciences or related fields shall be ellglble for Graduate
Student Membershlp An-indivi

Mempe
aGdHa

wntte#FequesHeJthe—Buanes&Qmee—Graduate Student Members shall receive

announcements of meetings and all Society publications. Graduate Student Members



may vote but may not hoId office. A—Gttadeateétudem—Memleeemay—pFesem—ene—paper

Section 4. Undergraduate and High School (UHS) Student Student-in-Fraining
Members: Any undergraduate eellege-or upperlevel high school student who has

demonstrated a preeeeteus—and—elear—eet—stronq interest in and understandlng of

Membepshﬂeéﬁ'—UHS Student Members shaII receive announcements of meetings

and all Society publications. Fhey-may-neithervote-nor-hold-effice- UHS Student
Members may vote but may not hold office. A%I:I'—Member—may—eresent—ene—papet

Section 6. Postdoctoral Members: Any individual student who has earned a doctoral
degree and is professionally engaged in the study or promotion of biology as a scientific
discipline, and is a postdoctoral fellow or associate, shall be eligible for Postdoctoral
Membership. Postdoctoral Members shall receive announcements of meetings and all
Society publications. Postdoctoral Members may vote but-may-ret and hold office.




